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SUBJECT: PORTUGUESE FORCES WITHDRAWN FROM TWO SETTLEMENTS 
IN NORTH 

1. ARMED FORCES COMMUNIQUE NO. 27/74 RELEASED MAY 26 
ANNOUNCES THAT PORTUGUESE TROOPS HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN FROM 
TWO LOCATIONS IDENTIFIED AS ANTADORA IN NORTHERN CABO 
DELGADO DISTRICT AND MIANDICA IN NIASSA DISTRICT. ACCORDING 
TO COMMUNIQUE, WITHDRAWAL WAS BECAUSE THESE PLACES "DO NOT 
NOW HAVE ANY ECONOMIC, POLITICAL OR MILITARY INTEREST" TO 
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REMARKS AT LENGTH) PERFECTLY NORMAL UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES. 

2. MIANDICA ( 12 O 24 S., 56'E.) IS IN MOUNTAINOUS AREA 

OF NORTHERN NIASSA DISTRICT; ANTADORA NOT LISTED ANY OF 
OUR GAZETTEERS BUT WAS IDENTIFIED TO US BY INTELLIGENCE 
OFFICER AS LOCATED NORTH OF MESSALO RIVER NEAR CHAI. (THIS 
WOULD PLACE IT IN AREA OF HEAVY FRET IMP CONCENTRATION 
SOUTHEAST OF MUEDA, WHERE AIRTAXIS NOT PERMITTED TO FLY 
AND FROM WHICH MISSILE WHICH RECENTLY STRUCK PLANE CARRYING 
US MILITARY ATTACHE WAS APPARENTLY FIRED). INTELLIGENCE 
OFFICER PROFESSED INABILITY EXPANDFURTHER ON DETAILS OR 
SIGNIFICANCE PORTUGUESE ACTION. 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS FIRST TIME PORTUGUESE HAVE ANNOUNCED 

A WITHDRAWAL FROM ANY POINT IN MOZAMBIQUE. AND COMMUNIQUE 
WAS GENERALLY GREETED BY LOURENCO MARQUES PUBLIC AS MARKING 
ABANDONMENT OF AREAS TO FRELIMO. IT WOULDN'T TAKE MUCH MORE 
TO CONVINCE PUBLIC THAT GENERAL MILITARY RETREAT UNDER 
WAY. (ADMINISTRATIVE POST OF MUIDUMBE, LOCATED IN SAME 
AREA AS ANTADORA, WAS ABANDONED (WITHOUT PUBLICITY) BY 
PORTUGUESE SOME YEARS AGO AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF RUINED BUILDINGS 
ALLEGED TO BE FROM THERE SUBSEQUENTLY APPEARED IN FRELIMO 
PROPAGANDA; WE KNOW OF NO OTHER CASES IN WHICH PORTUGUESE 
HAVE ADMITTED TO ABANDONING ANY SPECIFIC POINT OF TERRITORY 
IN MOZAMBIQUE.) 

VAN OSS 
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